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good judge of men, and her selective ability was
certainly justified in Li. Although frequently
reproached by jealous or Jingo detractors for tolerat-
ing the Viceroy's conciEatory tactics, she soon
learned by experience that there was not one among
them capable of saving China's " face/' in a contest
with Europeans, as la could save it; that none of
them could parley, as he could, with the enemy at
the gate.

The principles professed and methods adopted by
Li in his relations with foreigners will be fully dealt
with hereafter. Considering them solely in relation
to his position as a Chinese official, however, the
important fact stands out that, in this sphere of his
activities, at all events, he sedulously practised coram
publico, the principles which he proclaimed in the
Memorial above quoted and on many other occasions.
In so doing, he exposed himself, as he was well aware,
to the charge of truckling to foreigners; he was
frequently accused of cowardice and treason on this
account, and denounced and impeached for it by the
Censors, whilst Chang Chih-tung and other dreamers
of vain dreams mocked at him for his conciliatory
methods. That his proclivities were essentially
pacific there is no manner of doubt; but his traducers
ignored the fact that they were based on his definite
and perfectly correct appreciation of China's incapa-
city to resist attack, He was never too proud, but
only too wise, to fight: at the same time he alone
made some show of systematic effort to remove from
Ms country, as Japan had done, the reproach of her
weakness. It was his object to reorganise the de^
fences of Northern China (provincial autonomy wouM
liafflfr prevented him from going farther) and* m